Cover Letter
Alessandro Palumbo

· Dear Professor ……… (always use the name, always use Professor if you're not sure of the title),

· I am a Masters student in Medical Biotechnology at San Raffaele University, Milan (Italy) and I wish to apply for your PhD project on … . I have a particular interest in investigating new horizons of molecular medicine by combining basic biological understanding with new technologies to generate innovative medical applications.

· My interests and research experience have been focused on the molecular and physical basis of biological systems and on the translation of that knowledge to therapy. I am particularly interested in molecular medicine, especially in the field of immunotherapy.

During my studies I have had the chance to refine my knowledge and skills in this area while maintaining an interdisciplinary perspective on biomedical sciences. The areas of medical biotechnology on which I have concentrated most during my studies at the Biotechnological Research Department (DIBIT) of the San Raffaele Hospital University are Virology, Molecular Biology, Pharmacological Biotechnology, Pathology, Immunology and Gene Therapy (and modify the order of these in each letter to reflect what you're applying for).

· I am currently carrying out my Masters thesis project at the University of Limerick in Ireland, where I am working on a project to generate novel enzyme variants for an Antibody Directed Enzyme Prodrug Therapy (ADEPT) tumour targeting approach. In addition to the obvious practical and theoretical expertise that this has provided in molecular medicine research, this experience has enabled me to develop “problem solving” skills and to learn to work independently, yet closely integrated into the overall research programme.
I am applying to … … as I wish to further my studies at a Graduate School with a strong international standing and a reputation for a solid theoretical background as well as research translation. I recognise that admission is extremely competitive but I feel that I am well qualified, while I am certainly enthusiastic to meet the challenge and highly focussed in my determination to have a successful career in this field. I would be grateful, therefore, if you could consider my candidacy for this doctorate program. I look forward to hearing from you.

· Yours truly,

· Alessandro Palumbo




